
HISTORY CH-10 
W.B (pp-103) 

1. Name the items South India was famous for. 

    Gold, spices especially pepper and precious stones. 

2. Pepper was particularly valued in Rome and was also called black gold. 

3. Puhar was an important port on the east coast. 

4. Foodstuff came from Sri Lanka and pottery from Mynmar. 

5. How were the monsoon winds used as an advantage by the sailors? 

    To cross the sea more quickly. 
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WB (pp-103, 104) 

1. What were the features of the southern half of the subcontinent? 

a) Long coastline 

b) With hills, plateaus and river valleys. 

2. Chiefs and Kings controlled the river valleys and coasts. 

3. Define muvendar. 

This is a Tamil word meaning three chiefs used for the heads of three ruling 

families, the Cholas, Cheras and Pandyas who became powerful in South India 

around 2300 years ago. 

4. Cholas, Cheras and Pandyas  became powerful in South India about 2300 years ago. 

5. Puhar was also called Kaveripattnam, which was an important port for Cholas. 

6. The capital of Pandyas was Madurai. 

7. Satavahana dynasty became powerful in western India. 

8. Gautamiputra Shri Satakarni was the most important ruler of the Satavahanas. 

9. The Satavahana rulers were also called lords of the Dakshinapatha. 

  

 W.B (pp- 104) 

1. Raw material for silk was obtained from cocoons of silk worms. 

2. What was known as Silk Route? 

Some people from China who went to distant lands on foot, horseback and on 

camels carried silk with them. The paths they followed came to be known as the 

Silk Route. 

3. Wearing Silk became a fashion among the rulers and rich people in Rome. 

4. The Kushanas were the best known rulers to control the Silk Route. 

5. Peshawar and Mathura were the major centres of power of the Kushanas. 

6. Why do you think it has been difficult to use carts along the Silk Route? 

It would have been difficult to use carts along the silk route it lay long 

dangerous route through roads, deserts and mountains. People living along 

the route often demanded payments for allowing traders to pass through. 

The traders could be attacked by robbers.   
7. What would have been the advantages and problems in transporting silk by sea? 

 Advantages : (i) The route was a shorter route. (ii) The rulers could not 

demand taxes. Disadvantages : (i) The ships could be attacked by 

pirates.  (ii) Sometime weather should be rough at sea.   
   

  W.B (pp-104, 105) 

    1. Kanishka was the most famoius Kushana ruler. 

    2. Why were the Buddhist councils organized? 



        As scholars met here and discussed important matters. 

    3. Buddhacharita was the biography of Buddha, composed by Ashvaghosha. 

    4. What was the Mahayana Buddhism? 

         an enlightened being who vows to remain in samsāra (any level) to help all sentient 

beings achieve enlightenment; characterized by wisdom and compassion. 

 Bodhisattva vow: ... 

 Six Bodhisattva Virtues or Perfections (paramitā) 

 

    5. List the features of the Mahayana Buddhism. 

         an enlightened being who vows to remain in samsāra (any level) to help all sentient 

beings achieve enlightenment; characterized by wisdom and compassion. 

 Bodhisattva vow: ... 

 Six Bodhisattva Virtues or Perfections (paramitā) 

 

    6. Who are Bodhisattvas? 

        These were supposed to be persons who had attained enlightenment. 

    7. The worship of Bodhisattvas spread to Central Asia, China,  and later to Korea and 

Japan. 

    8. Buddhism spread to western and southern India. 

    9. The older form of Buddhism was called Theravada Buddhism. 

    

W.B (pp 105) 

1. Define pilgrim. 

Pilgrims are men and women who undertake journeys to holy places in order to 

offer worship. 

2. Name some famous Chinese pilgrims. 

Fa Xien, Xuan Zang, I-Qing. 

3. What information do we get from the accounts of the travellers? 

They wrote of the dangers they encountered on their travels, which often took 

years, of the countries and the monasteries that they visited and the books they 

carried back with them. 

4. What did Xuan Zang take with him back to China? 

a) Statues of the Buddha made of gold, silver and sandalwood 

b) Over 600 manuscripts loaded on the backs of 20 horses. 

5. Nalanda was a unique centre of Buddhist learning. 

 

 

 ( W.B pp-105,106) 

1. Name the deities worshipped by the Hindus. 

Shiva, Vishnu and goddesses such as Durga. 

2. What was Bhakti? 

A person’s devotion to his or her chose deity. 

3. The idea of Bhakti is present in Bhagwada Gita and even included in Mahabharata. 

4. What did Lord Krishna teach Arjuna? 

Lord Krishna asked Arjun to abandon all dharmas and take refuge in him as only 

he can set Arjuna free from every evil.  

5. The system of Bhakti emphasized devotion and individual worship of a god or 

goddess.. 

6. The special form of Vishnu is varaha also called boar. 



7. Why did Vishnu take the shape of a boar? 

In order to rescue the earth, which had sunk into water. Here the earth is shown as 

a woman. 

8. Appar was a devotee of Shiva in Tamil Nadu. 

9. Why were the images of deity placed within special homes? 

Because the deities were special. 

10. Christianity emerged in West Asia. 

11. Jesus was born in Bethlehem. 

12. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. 

13. Why are Christians of Kerela known as Syrian Christians? 

As they probably came from West Asia, are amongst the oldest Christian 

communities in the world. 

 

  (W.B pp- 106) 

   Fill in the blanks: 

a) The devotion to one’s deity is termed as Bhakti. 

b) Buddhacharita was written by Ashvaghosha. 

c) India got a great deal of gold from the ______ Mountains in Central Asia. 

d) Bible was the holy book of Christians. 

   

    True/False: 

a) Buddhist poems mention the muvendar. F 

b) Kaveripattinam was a port of the Pandyas. F 

c) The Satavahanas are also called the Gautamiputras. F 

d) Gautami Balashri was the mother of Buddha. F 

e) The silk making techniques were kept secret by the Chinese. T 

 

Match the following: 

      A         B 

a) Muvendar  v     i) Mahayana Buddhism 

b) Lords of Dakshinapath iii    ii) Buddhacharita 

c) Ashvaghosha ii     iii) Satavahana Rulers 

d) Boddhisattvas i     iv) Chinese pilgrim 

e) Xuan Zang  iv     v) Cholas, Cheras, Pandyas 

 

  Give one word of the following: 

a) Period when Cholas, Pandyas, Cheras ruled over south India 2300 years ago. 

b) Trade route starting from China and passing through Central Asia, Afghanistan and 

Western Asia Silk Route. 

Writing Task: W.B (pp 107) 

     Very Short Answers:  

a) How do different items reach distant places? Traders may have carried the things 

from the places where they were made to sell them at other places. 

b) What was the source of revenue of the chief’s during this period? The chiefs did not 

collect regular taxes. Instead, they demanded and received gifts from the people. 

c) Name the earliest rulers to issue gold coins. The Kushanas. 

d) What made silk a highly valued fabric? The rich, glossy colours of silk, as well as its 

smooth texture made it a highly valued fabric. 

e) Who are known as Syrian Christians? The Christians of Kerela. 

        



 


