
VI-GEOGRAPHY POST MID QUESTION BANK 

1. Write a short note on the two planets nearest to the sun. 

Answer: Mercury. It is the nearest planet to the sun. It takes just about 88 earth days to 

revolve once around the sun. It is extremely hot since it is close to the sun. It is also the 

smallest planet Venus. It is the second closest planet to the sun. It is similar to earth in 

shape and size. It is called “Earth’s twin”. 

2. How does earth support life?   

Answer: The earth has conditions that support life. It is neither too hot nor too cold. It 

has both water and air, which are both indispensable for life. Presence of oxygen in the 

air in appropriate proportion supports life. These factors make earth a unique planet. 

3. Write short notes on the following: 

(a) The sun 

(b) The moon 

(c) Galaxy 

Answer:  

(a) The sun is considered the “head” of the solar system. It is a star, although it is 

smaller and less bright than most other stars. It is a huge celestial body made up of 

extremely hot gases. It provides heat and light for the whole of the solar system. Life on 

earth depends on many factors, and sunlight is one of them. The sun is about 150 

million kilometres away from earth. 

(b) The moon is the only natural satellite of our planet earth. Its diameter is just about a 

quarter of the earth’s diameter. It is comparatively closer (3,84,400 kilometres away) to 

earth than all other celestial bodies. It does not support life. It revolves around the earth 

and rotates about its own axis in about the same time, due to which only one side of the 

moon is visible to us. 

(c) Galaxy is a term that refers to billions of stars, clouds of dust and gases, and other 

celestial bodies considered as a single unit. The only bigger unit is the universe, galaxies 

make up the universe. The galaxy we live in is called the Milky Way. 

4. (a) What is the true shape of the earth? 

(b) What is a globe? 

(c) What is the latitudinal value of the Tropic of Cancer? 

(d) What are the three heat zones of the Earth? 

(e) What are parallels of latitude and meridians of longitude? 

(f) Why does the Torrid Zone receive maximum amount of heat? 

 

Answer:  

(a) The true shape of the earth is a sphere flattened at the poles. Such a shape is called a 

geoid. 

(b) A globe is an exact miniature model of the earth. It shows the earth in its actual 

shape, with all continents, oceans, etc marked at their proper places. 

(c ) The latitudinal value of the Tropic of Cancer is 23 1/2° N. 

(d) The heat zones of the Earth are: the Torrid Zone, the Temperate Zones and the 

Frigid Zones. 

(e) Parallels of latitudes: All of the imaginary circles parallel to the Equator are called 

parallels of latitudes. These circles have varying centres and all these central points lie 

on the same line: the axis of the earth. 



Meridians of longitudes: All of the imaginary circles perpendicular to the Equator are 

called meridians of longitudes. These circles have the same centre, which is also the 

centre of the earth. 

(f) The mid-day sun directly faces the area between the Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn. So the heat received is maximum at these latitudes. These latitudes fall 

under the Torrid Zone. 

5. Write a short note on Heat Zones.  

Answer: Heat zones are the different zones of the earth, where the sun’s rays fall 

differently, thus causing different climate patterns. These zones are called the Torrid 

Zone, the two Temperate Zones, and the two Frigid Zones. The Torrid Zone is very hot 

since the sun shines overhead here. The Temperate Zones maintain a moderate climate, 

and the Frigid Zones are extremely cold. 

6. Mention the three main components of the environment.    

Answer: The three main components of the environment are - the lithosphere, the 

atmosphere and the hydrosphere. The lithosphere is the solid portion of the earth. The 

gaseous layers that surround the earth is the atmosphere. The atmosphere is made up of 

oxygen, nitrogen, carbon dioxide and other gases. The hydrosphere refers to the big 

area of water that covers the earth’s surface. This water is in the forms of ice, water and 

water vapour. 

7. How are plateaus useful for man? 

Answer: Plateaus are very useful for man because they have rich mineral deposits. 

Many of the mining areas in the world are located in the plateau regions. For example, 

the African plateau is famous for gold and diamond mining. The Chhotanagpur plateau 

in India has huge reserves of iron, coal and manganese. In the plateau regions, one can 

find several waterfalls. Many plateaus have scenic spots which attract tourist on large 

scale. 

8. . What are the features of plateaus?    

Answer:  

1. Plateaus are elevated flat lands. It is a flat topped table land standing above the 

surrounding area. 

2. Plateaus have one or more sides with steep slopes. 

3. Their height often varies from few hundred metres to several thousand metres. 

4. Plateaus may be young or old. The Deccan plateau in India is one of the oldest 

plateaus. 

5. The Tibet plateau is the highest plateau in the world. 

6. Plateaus are storehouse of minerals like gold, diamond, iron, coal, etc. 

9. What is a plain?                  

   

Plains are flat lands and are generally not more than 200 m above mean sea level. Some 

plains are extremely level, while others may be slightly rolling and undulating. 

 

10. What are the features of plains?                     

a)  Plains are vast stretches of flat land. 



b) Some plains are extremely level. Others may be slightly rolling and undulating. 

c) Plains are usually fertile regions. They are suitable for cultivation. 

d) They are usually thickly populated regions. 

e) It is easy to build houses, roads etc. in plains. 

 

11. Define global warming. State the factors responsible for it.    

Global warming is the increase average temperature of the Earth's near-surface air and 

oceans. 

Most prominent factor is from the combustion of fossil fuels in cars, factories and 

electricity production. They produce carbon dioxide, which is the most common gas 

responsible for the global warming. 

Other contributors include methane released from landfills and fertilizers. 

Gases used for refrigeration and industrial processes. 

The loss of forests that would otherwise store CO2. 

 

12. How many continents are there in the world? Name them. Write a brief note on the largest 

and the smallest continent.        

 There are 7 continents in the world. 

a) Asia    b) Europe c) Africa d) N. America     e) S. America f) 

Australia g) Antarctica 

 Asia- It is the largest continent. It covers about 1/3rd of the total land area of the earth. 

The continent lies in the eastern hemisphere. The Tropic of Cancer passes through this 

continent. 

 Australia- It is the smallest continent that lies entirely in the Southern Hemisphere. It is 

surrounded on all sides by the oceans and the seas. It is called an island continent. 

 

13. State the difference between a harbour and a port.      

   

First basic difference is here-All ports are harbours but all harbours are not ports. 

A harbour is a place where ships may shelter from the weather or are stored. 

Harbours can be man-made or natural. A man-made harbour will have sea walls 

or breakwaters and may require dredging. A natural harbour is surrounded on 

most sides by land. 

Harbours and ports are often confused. A port is a man-made coastal or riverine 

facility where boats and ships can load and unload. It may consist of quays, wharfs, 

jetties, piers and slipways with cranes or ramps. A port may have magazine 

buildings or warehouses for storage of goods and a transport system, such as 

railway, road transport or pipeline transport facilities for relaying goods inland. 

In short a port is used mainly for marine trading and a harbour is used as a 

parking space or a storage space for ships. 

 

     

14. What are the major landforms? Write about them in brief.               

   

  The major landforms are mountains, plateaus and plains. 

1. Mountains: They are natural elevation of the earth surface. They are higher than the 



surrounding area. Some mountains are very high. They are even higher than the clouds. 

Some mountains have permanently frozen rivers of ice known as glaciers. Mountains 

are generally thinly populated regions because the climate is harsh there. Farming is 

also not easily possible there. But mountains provide us water. They have a rich variety 

of flora and fauna. 

2. Plateaus: They are usually flat-topped table land and are higher than the 

surrounding area. Plateaus may be young or old. The Deccan plateau in India is one of 

the oldest plateaus. Plateaus are very useful for mankind. They have rich deposits of 

minerals such as diamond, gold, iron, manganese etc. Several water falls can be found 

in the plateau regions. 

3. Plains: They are vast stretches of flat land. They are mostly formed by rivers and 

their tributaries. Plains are usually fertile lands. Hence, thick population is found there. 

Construction of transport network is easy. Cultivation is also easy. Plains also provide 

level land for the construction of houses or buildings. In India, the Indo-Gangetic plains 

are the regions where one can find great concentration of population. 

15. Define Atmosphere. Why is it important for us?      

              

 The earth is surrounded by a layer of gases called the atmosphere. 

   i) This thin blanket of air is an integral and important aspect of the planet.  

   ii) It provides us with the air we breathe and protects us from the harmful effects of 

sun’s rays. 

 

16.Write a short note on  Hydrosphere.                  

 The hydrosphere refers to the water bodies that are found on the earth’s surface. More 

than 71% of the earth is covered with water. This water is found in all its forms—ice, 

water and water vapour. Running water in oceans and rivers and in lakes, ice in 

glaciers, underground water and the water vapour in atmosphere. More than 97% of 

the earth’s water is found in oceans. The ocean water is very salty, hence not of human 

utility. A large proportion of the rest of water is in the form of the icesheets and glaciers 

or under the ground. A very small percentage (0.03%) is available as fresh water. It is 

this water that we use. 

 

17. What are the features of plateaus?        

a)Plateaus are elevated flat lands. It is a flat topped table land standing above the 

surrounding area. 

b) Plateaus have one or more sides with steep slopes. 

c) Their height often varies from few hundred metres to several thousand metres. 

d) Plateaus may be young or old. The Deccan plateau in India is one of the oldest 

plateaus. 

e) The Tibet plateau is the highest plateau in the world. 

f) Plateaus are storehouse of minerals like gold, diamond, iron, coal, etc. 

 

18. Why is the Biosphere important for living organisms? Explain it with the help of a 

diagram.             

 The biosphere is a narrow zone of the earth where land, water and air interact with 

each other to support life. It is in this zone that life exists. There are several species of 

organisms that vary in size from microbes and bacteria to large mammals. All living 

organisms including humans are linked to each other and to the biosphere for survival.  



          
19. How many types of mountains are there? Write briefly about each of them.  

           

  Mountains are of three types—1. Fold Mountains, 2. Block Mountains and 3.Volcanic 

Mountains. 

1. Fold Mountains: The Himalayan Mountains and the Alps are young fold 'mountains. 

They have rugged relief and high conical peaks. The Arravali range is India is one of 

the oldest fold mountain systems in the world. The Appalachians in the North America 

and the Ural mountains in Russia are vaiy old fold mountains. 

 

2. Block Mountains: These are created when large areas are broken and displaced 

vertically. The Uplifted blocks are known as horsts and the lowered blocks are called 

garben. The Rhine valley and the Vosges mountains in Europe are examples of such 

mountain systems. 

 

3. Volcanic Mountains: They are formed by volcanic activity. Mt. Kilimanjaro in Africa 

and Mt. Fujiyama in Japan are examples of such mountains. 

 

20. Write a few features of mountains. 

Answer:  

1. Mountains are natural elevations of the earth’s surface. 

2. They are higher than the surrounding area. 

3. Some of them are even higher than the clouds. 

4. The climate of mountains is harsh, which makes them less suitable for human 

habitation. 

5. Mountains have steep slopes. Hence, farming is quite difficult here. 

21. What are block mountains? 

Answer: Block mountains are created when large areas are broken and displaced vertically. 

The uplifted blocks are known as horsts and the lowered blocks are known as graben. 

Examples: The Rhine valley and the Vosges mountain in Europe. 



 

 

 

 


